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Unity in the Divine Child 

There was a popular movement in psychology 

advanced a few years ago for people to come 

into contact or to know their “inner child.” All 

sorts of self-help books were published that 

promoted this Jungian archetype.  But I would 

like to suggest a spiritual dynamic to the hidden 

child in all of us.  When we recalled our earliest 

experiences, there was a profound innocence and 

trust.  Most parents protected their children from 

the dark side of life and from evil.  That time of 

innocence resonated with the holiness and 

perfection of God.  It was easy to believe.  We 

trusted our parents and felt safe. 

While we may not fully maintain our innocence, 

we should never forget that God is our heavenly 

Father and that we will always be his children.  

What the world strips away, God can restore.  I 

suspect our yearning and pursuit for holiness is 

also a remembrance of what we were.  When an 

infant is baptized, the minister of the sacrament 

will speak of the child as a young saint in our 

homes.  Our life and discipleship seeks a recovery 

of this spiritual trust and perfection.  As 

Christians, we remember the Christ Child in the 

manger.  God enters the human family as weak 

and vulnerable and yet there is something 

powerful about the child. What will this child 

become?  What shall he do? How will he change 

the world?  Everything that God assumes in Jesus 

Christ takes on an eternal dimension.  God is the 

everlasting child.  Our restoration into the 

likeness of grace signals a profound unity with 

the divine child.  Jesus speaks about this mystery 

as being “born again.” 

Our Lord tells us that to follow him we must 

become like little children.  All the sacraments, 

not just baptism, make this possible.  When the 

old man in sin enters the confessional box, a child 

with his conscience made clean exits to offer his 

penance.  The body grows old but the soul is 

made ever-new.  The burden of the world is cast 

aside.  Of course, God’s mercy does not leave a 

vacuum but rather fills with grace what was once 

possessed by iniquity. 

The little-known but courageous figure of Shimei 

cursed and threw stones at King David, shouting, 

“Get out! Get out! You man of blood, you 

scoundrel! … And now look at you: you suffer ruin 

because you are a man of blood.” Faulted for the 

blood of Saul, David’s rule was now challenged by 

his son.  David stayed the hand of his henchman, 

ready to kill the courageous and vocal critic.  He 

acknowledged the possible judgment of God 

upon him. (see 2 Samuel 16:5-14) 

Like David, we are all men and women of blood.  

Our innocence is spoiled by our sins.  We look 

upon the crucifix and must acknowledge that we 

have blood on our hands.  We are the murderers 

of Christ.  We are all guilty.  Our maturity in years 

does not necessarily mean that we have grown in 

the Lord. 

I recall a frustrating teacher in school who told his 

pupils that they all began as “A” students with 

100%.  However, with every test and assignment, 

the points began to be subtracted.  It was only 

with extra-credit assignments that lost ground 

might be regained.  When it comes to our 
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heavenly report card, it is only by divine mercy 

and grace that we might be restored to an earlier 

purity and perfection. 

 

The Gift of Christ in Holy Communion 

The sacrament of the Eucharist is neglected 

because many fail to fathom its mysterious 

depths and meaning.  Even parents allow their 

children to be spiritually malnourished.  Too 

many stay away.  Too many no longer believe. 

Fortunately, there are some parents mindful of 

their duty.  They believe and extend what they 

believe to their children.  The greatest gift they 

will ever give will be their saving faith in the 

Eucharist.  Theirs is not a transitory love but a 

love that embraces the Cross and eternity. 

What happens in Holy Communion?    We receive 

the one who is the Holy of Holies.  God comes to 

us that we might be made more authentically 

human.  Indeed, that which is human is divinized 

and made more than it was before.  Christ grants 

an apportionment in his living presence that we 

might have a share in his resurrected life and 

become flesh-and-blood tabernacles to the divine 

presence and the grace that perdures.  The 

Eucharist both directs our attention to 

worshipping almighty God and invites the 

sacrament to transgress into the dark and thick 

boundaries of our inner life. 

While we accept the sacrament in time, it 

touches eternity.  What we have done, we have 

done.  Harsh words can never be taken back.  

Uncharitable acts can never be rescinded.  Much 

in the way of our history is irreparable.  We cling 

in conscience to the mercy that God promises 

and extends.  We can be saved, but not because 

we are good (left to ourselves) but because God 

is good.  Memory that sorely needs to be healed 

and often torments, transports us to those first 

recollections of kneeling at the altar rail.  We see 

in the mind’s eye the child we once were, 

receiving with faith and incalculable innocence, 

the Blessed Sacrament.  Where did time go? How 

could we be so foolish? Why did we listen to bad 

companions?  When did concupiscence get the 

upper hand and make us slaves to the flesh, inner 

contradictions to our very selves? Eyes have seen 

what they should not have seen.  Can these eyes 

still look with adoration upon the upraised host?  

Hands have corrupted us by signs and deeds; how 

can we still extend them to Christ or to a 

neighbor in the sign of peace? Lips have 

exchanged veracity for deception; can they yet 

proclaim the truth that Jesus is Lord?  Our bodies 

have embraced lust and deadly sins; can they 

once again manifest tenderness and real love? 

We need medicine from heaven.  We require the 

real food or rations from the Promised Shore.  

Any particular Holy Communion is every Holy 

Communion— Sunday after Sunday, on 

weekdays, on holy days, at funerals, at weddings, 

etc.  There is an eternal dimension to Holy 

Communion—the hundreds, the thousands, the 

tens of thousands of receptions.  While the fallen 

away and spiritually starving can count on their 

fingers how many times they have taken Holy 

Communion; those who go to Mass daily might 

receive over 25,000 times in a lifetime.  Their 

response to the minister’s words, “The body of 

Christ,” becomes an eternal AMEN.  It is their yes 
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to the self-donation and surrender of God’s Son.  

It is their acceptance of divine mercy.  It is the 

password for entry into the eternal banquet of 

heaven.  Akin to vows, we become engaged 

actors in the marriage of the Lamb.  Always it is 

the one Christ who suffers and dies once and for 

all.  It is the risen Christ, body and soul, humanity 

and divinity. 

The eternal now of God simultaneously targets 

the elderly man from his wheelchair cradling the 

sacrament in his hand and finds him still as a 

young child receiving the Eucharistic Christ on the 

tongue at the altar rail.  Everything that Jesus is 

encounters everything that we are and all that 

we will become. The mind’s eye recalls good 

parents kneeling beside us as we prayed and took 

Holy Communion.  They made possible that day 

and all the days since.  They showed us the way 

by word and example.  We know in faith that 

they have exchanged their pew for a chair at the 

banquet table of heaven. We remember them, 

we pray for them and desire to go where they 

have gone. They directly see the divine mystery 

that we know behind sacred signs. 

 

The Real Meaning of Power 

The world is so very wrong about power.  From 

swords and spears to guns and bombs, the world 

has always been wrong.  Julius Caesar, Alexander 

the Great, Genghis Khan, Napoleon and more 

recently Hitler, Hirohito, Mussolini, Stalin, and 

Mao— the names change and the kingdoms rise 

and fall but they all measured power in terms of 

violence and intimidation.  However, power is 

ultimately not measured by blood that is stolen 

but by blood that is freely surrendered.  Real 

power is eternal.  Genuine authority and power is 

not taken by the military arms of short-lived 

empires but by an eternal kingdom that is 

inaugurated with a naked and vulnerable child in 

the straw of a manger.  The great I AM becomes 

one of us to save us.  No longer the apparition of 

a bush on fire, he is a human-boy-child with all 

the fire of God’s love within him.  The LIGHT OF 

THE WORLD comes to dispel the darkness.  Finite 

power can destroy, divide, wound and kill.  

Infinite power can create, atone, heal and 

resurrect.  While secular history is filled with 

kings willing to allow their subjects to die for their 

ambitions of dominion; sacred or salvation 

history gives us a king who both makes his 

subjects members of his royal household and 

then lays down his life on their behalf. 

There are no self-made men.  We imagine that 

we are substantial and strong.  But in truth, we 

are next to nothing.  We emerge from 

nothingness and are utterly dependent.  Most are 

born and die and the world takes little notice.  

However, the Child of Bethlehem is of another 

sort.  He resembles us but he is the eternal Word.  

Before anything was created, he was with God 

and was God.  He is existence or being itself.  He 

is the eternal entering into the ephemeral.  He is 

a sublime innocence that like a blanket will put to 

sleep and cover all the sins of the world.  What he 

will accomplish in a few moments in time will 

have eternal consequences.  All who would 

approach the divine Child must become children 

themselves. 

We read in Matthew 18:1-5: “At that time the 

disciples approached Jesus and said, ‘Who is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ He called a 
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child over, placed [him] in their midst, and said, 

‘Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become 

like children, you will not enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child 

is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And 

whoever receives one child such as this in my 

name receives me.’” 

Do we really appreciate the full importance of 

this direction from Christ?  We must reflect the 

innocence of the Christ Child. 

My father shocked me with a question after my 

confirmation.  He asked me, “Do you understand 

the full meaning and consequences of your 

confirmation?” I asked what he meant.  He 

responded, “Confirmation means that you can 

now go to hell.”  I did a double-take… what did he 

mean?  No one before or since had described the 

sacrament in this way to me.  As was common 

years ago, the sacrament was described in terms 

of maturity in our holy religion, of becoming an 

adult fully initiated into the faith of the Church.  

He said children can only commit little venial sins.  

Adults are the ones who can commit mortal sins.  

Most priest-confessors would probably agree.  

Adults are guilty of far greater transgressions 

than failing to take out the trash, stealing a 

cookie or pulling a sibling’s ponytail.  All of us 

must return to the innocence of childhood if we 

want a place in Christ’s kingdom.  I suppose that 

is why our Lord spoke about faith and 

regeneration as being “born again.”  The old man 

or woman must be put aside for the new child 

born in Christ’s likeness.  While we might be 

adults in years, we must become spiritual 

children.  Paradise is populated entirely by 

children. 

If we grow old in the world, maybe souls grow 

younger in purgatory— perfected by the fire of 

God’s grace?  Nothing of cynicism or sin can enter 

through the gate of heaven.  Any who would cling 

to earthly power would similarly be barred. The 

path to paradise is strewn with earthly weapons 

rendered as harmless and worldly treasures 

subtracted of any and all value.  Like a child 

entering this world, we must enter the next 

naked except for the wedding garment of the 

Lamb. 

Announcements 

Stations of the Cross will be held each Friday 

during Lent at 7:30 PM in the Church. We invite 

you to join fellow parishioners in this beautiful 

Lenten devotion. 

The Light is on for You confessions are offered 

every Wednesday evening during Lent from 6:30 

to 7:30 PM.  Confessions are regularly heard on 

Saturdays from 4:30 PM to 5:00 PM. 

PGCR Reverse Raffle – Help PGCR is helping 

those with special challenges and disabilities.  

Purchase a ticket ($60) for our Reverse Raffle at 

Ledo Restaurant in College Park. (Ticket includes 

a full dinner for two and a chance to win $1500!) 

Join us on April 10 at 6:00 PM at Ledo for food, 

fun and prizes. Contact Carol Paul at 

PGCRevents@gmail.com or 240-398-6430 to 

purchase your ticket or for more info! 

#taxexempt!, #inclusion!, #PGCR! 

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry Basket Dinners will 

be sold on Sunday, March 11 from 9:30 AM to 

1:30 PM on the church grounds. Each basket has 

a serving of fried fish, potatoes, bread and 

coleslaw. Cost is $8.00. Tickets will be on sale 

after the previous week’s Masses. 
 

3/3 St. Katherine Drexel, 3/4 St. Casimir, 3/7 Sts. 

Perpetua & Felicity, 3/8 St. John of God, 3/9 St. Frances 

of Rome, 3/17 St. Patrick, 3/19 St. Joseph, 3/23 St. 

Turibius of Mongrovejo, 3/25 Palm Sunday, 3/29 Holy 

Thursday, 3/30 Holy Saturday, 4/1 Easter Sunday. 


